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Delaware Emergency Management Agency 

Course Description 

COURSE 
CODE/TITLE 

AWR-345 Unmanned Aircraft Systems in Disaster Management 

COURSE LOCATION  
Delaware State Fire School, Dover 
1463 Chestnut Grove Rd, Dover, DE 19904 

COURSE DATES 19 February 2019 COURSE TIME 0800-1630 

COURSE 
DESCRIPTION 

 

This course is an introduction to UAS use in disaster management, from 

mitigation and preparedness to response and recovery. It is intended to help 

participants gain a basic understanding of UAS; learn the general concepts to help 

an agency build a successful UAS program; understand the FAA regulations of 

UAS; learn the importance of engaging the local community; understand the need 

to ensure that privacy issues, civil rights, and civil liberties are thoroughly 

addressed; identify when UAS would enhance a disaster mission; and understand 

the basics of UAS types and sensors. The overall course goal is to provide a basic 

overview of UAS so that agencies can learn the first steps in determining if UAS 

are right for their work. 

 

This course provides general guidance to help participants navigate the FAA 

regulations and application process required to integrate UAS legally and 

effectively. Participants learn what is covered under UAS regulations, who may 

operate UAS, what FAA authorization allows, and what the major issues are for 

UAS integration. The course materials familiarizes participants with the main 

types and capabilities of rotary and fixed-wing UAS, as well as the types of 

payloads and missions that generally are best for each with examples of how 

certain payloads have been or could be used in relevant situations to aid in disaster 

management. 

 

The course provides an overview of several important elements that require full 

consideration when creating and operating a UAS program, including involving 

the local community in all stages of UAS program development, and the critical 

need to protect privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties in a UAS program, 

including with data collection, retention, management, security, oversight, and 

accountability. 

 

COURSE 
OBJECTIVES 

 Explain in basic terms what UAS are and their different types. 

 Explain several ways that UAS can support disaster management. 

 Understand the basic UAS regulations. 

 Discuss several current challenges and issues with UAS. 

 Understand the basic steps in applying for UAS authorization. 

 

PREREQUISITES None 
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TARGET 
AUDIENCE 

Emergency Management, Fire Service, Governmental Administrative, Hazardous 

Materials, Information Technology, Law Enforcement, Other, Private Sector / 

Corporate Security and Safety Professionals, Public Works, Search and Rescue 

OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC 

No 
 

COST/MEALS 

 
The training and course materials are provided at no cost to the state, local 
organization or responder. Funding for travel, accommodations, and meals are not 

provided for this training opportunity. 
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